
Ave Maria Council 5521      61533 Ironwood Rd       South Bend, IN 46614-9021          (574) 291-2740 

                 Website:  www.kofc5521.org                          Email:  council5521@indianakofc.org   

 

CROW’S NEST 

Grand Knight’s Message 
 

 

our faith, spread the Good News of the Gospel - and actually evangelize. 

For most of us, I think the answer to this question comes in waves or phases, 
depending where we are in the stages of life as Christian men. Life tempers our 
“concerns”: 
  

 As youth, we are concerned with becoming a man; 

 later, we are concerned (consumed, more likely) with raising a 
family; 

 soon we are looking at that family growing wider than we ever 
thought possible; 

 and eventually, we find ourselves looking back, wondering how we 
got to this place in Life. 

  
One of the primary and unique benefits of being part of this organization is a special 
kind of Fraternity – a fraternity of Catholic men. Young men raising young families, old 
men with health issues, middle-aged men with great careers, or maybe in dead end 
jobs, or maybe who just lost a job – or just lost a loved one. Men who have seen it all. 
Men who have done it all.  
  
But these men have chosen to make a difference… 

 by finding a way to fund Ultrasound machines so a questioning mother can 
hear (and see) her unborn baby's heartbeat. 

 by helping to fund expenses for our Religious and Seminarians’ education.  
 by handing out candy in return for donations to assist the mentally challenged. 
 by helping in your parish in any way your pastor needs. 
 and many, many other ways. 

(Continued on page 3)  

 

Brothers, 

Do you think that you have you “made a difference” by 
becoming a Knight? I hope that you ask yourself this question 
periodically. This concept of “making a difference” was a 
actually a central driving force in my decision to join the 
Knights of Columbus. I believe we all reach a point in our lives 
where we honestly question what we have done to promote  
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Annual Membership Renewal 
 
Many of you have recently received your annual 
dues second notice to renew your membership. 
Please be prompt in your response. Your dues 
statement includes your 2020 dues, as well as sug- 
gestions for optional payments: purchase of 
Gibault raffle tickets, and donations to the Support 
Our Seminarians (SOS) fund and the council’s 
Charity fund. 
 
Dues may be paid by mail, or by going online to the 
council website, www.kofc5521.org. 
 
 

Fish Fry Every Friday During Lent 
 
South Bend Francis Club will again offer fish fries 
every Friday during Lent, which this year begins on 
February 26, Ash Wednesday, ending with the 
celebration of Easter Sunday on April 12. No 
spaghetti dinners will be available during Lent; the 
spaghetti dinner on February 21 will be the last 
one until April 16. Come out for Friday supper and 
support your Council! 
 
 

Help us save money! 
 
Each paper copy of this newsletter costs the 
council approximately $1.00 in printing and mailing 
costs. If you have an e-mail address and would like 
to receive the newsletter in your e-mail, let us 
know. Contact Financial Secretary George Adams 
at 273-1198, or e-mail gcadams@alumni.nd.edu.  
 

 

 

    Upcoming Events 
 

Unless otherwise noted, all Council meetings, Admission (First) Degree 

exemplifications, Council planning meetings, South Bend Francis Club 

meetings, and SJV Chapter meetings begin at 7:00 p.m.  Fish fries and 

spaghetti dinners are from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 

February 3 – K of C SJV Chapter meeting – Council 5521 

 

February 7 – Fish Fry – Team Slavinskas 

 

February 8 – Beer and Wine tasting 

      7:00 p.m. council chambers. Proceeds for ultrasound project 

 

February 10 – Council meeting 

 

February 17 – South Bend Francis Club meeting 

                          Presidents Day  

 

February 21 – Spaghetti Supper 

 

February 24 – Council planning meeting 

 

Feb. 25 -- Charity, Unity, Fraternity Degree Exemplification 

 

February 26 – Ash Wednesday – Fast & Abstain 

 

February 28 – Lenten Fish Fry – Team Scanlon 

 

March 1 – 56th anniversary of Council 5521 (1964) 

 

March 6 – Lenten Fish Fry – Team Huszar 

 

March 9 – Council Meeting 

 

March 13 – Lenten Fish Fry – Team Slavinskas 

 

March 16 – South Bend Francis Club meeting 

 

March 20 – Lenten Fish Fry – Team Krol 

 

March 23 – Council planning meeting 

 

March 24 – Charity, Unity, Fraternity Degree Exemplification 

 

March 27 – Lenten Fish Fry – Team Scanlon 

 

March 29 – Founder’s Day – K of C chartered 1882 

 

April 3 – Lenten Fish Fry – Team Slavinskas 

 

April 5 – Palm Sunday 

 

April 9-11 – Pascal Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 

Holy Saturday) – Fast & Abstain on Good Friday 

 

April 10 – Good Friday Fish Fry – Team Huszar 

 

April 11 – Easter Egg Hunt at the Council  
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Membership and Degree News 
 

The Supreme Council has announced changes to the 
exemplification of the First, Second and Third 
degrees. Effective immediately, all three degrees will 
be awarded in a single Exemplification of Charity, 
Unity and Fraternity. The exemplification ceremony 
should last around a half hour, depending upon the 
number of candidates. Knights who have not yet 
received their second and/or third degrees will be 
able to take those degrees by attending the 
Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. For 
more information, read Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson’s article “This Crisis Calls for Knights” on 
pages 6-8 of the January issue of Columbia 
magazine, or visit the Order’s website at 
www.kofc.org. 
 
There are other significant changes to the 
exemplification. Family members of new Knights will 
now be able to attend the ceremony; secrecy is no 
longer a requirement of the new exemplifications. It 
should be noted, however, that the pledges of 
secrecy made in earlier exemplifications still apply to 
the ceremonials of those earlier exemplifications. 
 
We plan to hold monthly exemplifications this year.  
If you have potential members to propose or 
sponsor, or if you would like to advance to the 
Second and Third degrees, contact Membership 
Chairman Mike Hagen, so that they or you can be 
scheduled for an exemplification. His email address 
is mhagen12@yahoo.com  
 
 

Trivia … Wait till Next Year 
  
Our annual Trivia Night, supporting local 
seminarians, was sold out. If you missed your chance 
to play this year, mark your calendars for next year’s 
contest, tentatively scheduled for Saturday, 
February 6. Remember, participation is limited to 12 
teams of eight players each. 
 

 

 
 

 
Grand Knight’s Message (continued) 

As a Catholic man and a Knight, you HAVE made a 
difference because you have made a CHOICE to 
make a difference. I am asking you to rededicate 
yourself to this concept. Come more often to the 
monthly meetings. Join with your Brother Knights 
to serve our families and communities with good 
works. We want you with us. 

We are embarking on a new era of our Order. With 
the establishment of the public Exemplification 
ceremony, there will be more men curious to hear 
what a Knight means by Charity, Unity and 
Fraternity. Be the one to ask a Catholic gentleman 
if he is ready to“make a difference”. 
  
GK Tim Bonadies 

  
(See a brief explanation of the new, public 
Exemplification at left, on this page.)  

 
4th Annual Beer and Wine Tasting 

 
The Council’s fourth annual beer and wine tasting 
event will take place at 7:00 p.m. on February 8 at 
the council. Admission is by reservation only. so 
that they or you can be scheduled for an 
exemplification. For reservations ($15 per person), 
you can still email Chuck Bergman at 
chuckbergman@sbcglobal.net. 
 
This event features 8 different styles of 
craft beer and 8 styles of wine: 

- Style Descriptions and Tasting Notes 
- Suggested Food Pairings 
- Light Snacks and Raffle Prizes 
 

Proceeds from this event are earmarked for the 
Indiana State Council’s ultrasound project, which 
seeks to purchase ultrasound machines for 
placement in Women’s Care Centers around the 
state. 
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The Family Council 
 

 

Third Sunday Breakfasts 
 
Looking for a place to have breakfast after Sunday 
Mass?  Father Tremmel Council 1975 in Plymouth 
offers a pancake breakfast at the Plymouth Columbus 
Club on the third Sunday of each month.  All you can 
eat for just $5.00.  The Columbus Club is located near 
downtown Plymouth at 901 E. Jefferson, between 
Oliver Ford and Martin’s supermarket. 

______________________ 

 
“We must love them both, those whose opinions we 
share and those whose opinions we reject, for both 
have labored in the search for truth, and both have 
helped us in finding it.” 
― St. Thomas Aquinas (feast Jan. 28) 
 
 

 

 

Article deadline for April issue:  March 20. 
 

Crow’s Nest is published bi-monthly in February, April, June, August, 

October, and December by Knights of Columbus, Ave Maria Council 5521, 

61533 Ironwood Rd., South Bend, IN 46614-9021. Article deadline is the 

twentieth day of the month preceding publication. 

. 

 

 
  

First Friday every month! 
 

Every Friday during Lent! 
 

from 5:00pm to 7:00pm 
 

$10 per person 
 

Volunteer Corner 
 

Contact Cel Lopez at (574) 291-4589 or 
email cellopez@sbcglobal.net if you’re 
interested in volunteering for Tootsie Roll 
fundraisers this spring; April 19 and 26 have 
been selected as sale dates.  No experience 
is necessary. 
 

 

Place 
stamp 

here 
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